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GeoLog: the EGU official blog 

 Brings readers information about the 
Union and its activities, particularly its 
General Assembly 

 Showcases the work of its members 

 Makes Earth, planetary and space 
science research accessible to a 
general audience 
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Network Blogs 

 Aim: to foster a diverse community of 
geoscientist bloggers 

 Currently hosts 4 blogs 

 Language understandable not only to 
fellow scientists but also to the 
broader public 
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 Share recent developments 
in research areas relating to 
the EGU’s scientific divisions 

 

 Division news and activities 

 

 Updates relating to division 
activities at the EGU General 
Assembly 

 

 Currently hosts 12 blogs 



GeoLog: successes  
 Readership is diverse 

 Regular features ‘humanise’ science and make the research process accessible  

 Collaborations with prominent scientific societies allow us to reach readers outside of our general audience 

 



GeoLog: challenges 

 Greater quantity of guest posts from 
geoscientists and freelancers 
needed to maintain content of a high 
standard 

 

 Regular columns which require 
specialist knowledge, such as 
GeoEd and GeoPolicy, are difficult 
to maintain regularly 
 



Network Blogs: successes 

 Volunteer bloggers 

 Include two long standing blogs with a solid readership 

 Collaborations with prominent scientific societies 



Network Blogs: challenges 

 Attracting new blogs & 
guest bloggers for 
existing blogs 

 Volunteer 
bloggers – 
regular posting is 
a real issue 

 Long-term viability of 
blogs: early career 
scientists are keen 
bloggers but career 
pressures often mean 
blogs are short-lived 



Division Blogs: successes 

 Since the launch in 2014 the network has grown quickly 

 

 New divisions added yearly since launch 

 

 Individual divisions have seen great success from having a blog, inc. increased readership of 
their journals and community engagement 

 

 



Division Blogs: challenges 

 Success not uniform across blogs – some significantly outperform others 

 Regular posting is 
the single greatest 
challenge  

 

 Communication and 
expectation issues 

Comparison of the number of views on each division blog in 2014 to 2015 (blue) and 2015 to 2016 (yellow), correct as of October 2016 



Final remarks 

 The EGU Blogs provide a platform for online science communication 

 Disseminate information to Union members and share science with the public by and large 

 Largely volunteer driven  

 

 Posting frequency is a real issue across all blogs in the platform 

 Communication of information to some blog editors is tricky, particularly the division blogs 

 

 Are multiauthor blogs the future? 
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Visit the EGU Blogs at: 
http://blogs.egu.eu/ 
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